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The Manager 
ABC Audience & Consumer Affairs  
GPO Box 9994 
Melbourne VIC 3000 
 
28 July 2006 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
  
On behalf of the Australian Jewish community, I write to complain about the edition of 
Behind The News, broadcast on Tuesday 25 July, 2006, regarding current Middle 
East hostilities.  
 
Obviously there are tremendous difficulties involved in simplifying political situations 
for young children. Sometimes because of their complexity it is simply not possible, 
and undoubtedly the situation referred to is such an example.  
 
Unfortunately this edition of Behind The News can only have the effect of poisoning 
young minds. I enclose a critique which provides a detailed analysis of the errors and 
lack of balance in this program and look forward to your early response. 
 
Yours truly 

 
 
Grahame J Leonard 
President 
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SUMMARY CRITIQUE: BEHIND THE NEWS – ABC.net.au 
 
Selected extracts- comments are in italics below. 
 
Israel Bombing 
Tuesday, 25 July 2006 
Note 1 
Why focus on “Israel Bombing”? No mention of Hezbollah bombing, 
kidnapping etc. 
 
LEBANON BACKGROUNDER 

“…Since its independence from France in 1943, Lebanon has experienced 
good times and bad. When Israel was created in 1948 many Palestinians 
were forced from their land and some came here to Southern Lebanon. This 
led to the formation of groups like Hezbollah, Hamas and the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation. Hezbollah fought Israel to reclaim lost land and to 
remove foreign troops from Lebanon.” 

Note 2 

Hezbollah is not a Palestinian refugee organisation. It is an extremist 
Lebanese Shi’ite Muslim organisation which was formed in 1982 with the 
assistance of the Iranian Revolutionary Guards. Its ideology is the same as 
that of Iran and includes the destruction of the State of Israel.  
 
Note 3  
Hamas was formed in February 1988 as a Palestinian militant wing of the 
Islamic Brotherhood. Its covenant calls for the destruction of Israel and the 
killing of Jews. It did not arise out of the exodus of Palestinians to Lebanon in 
1948. The same applies to the PLO which was not formed until 1964 and did 
not appear prominently in Lebanon until 1970, after being expelled from 
Jordan. 
 
Note 4 
Most of the Palestinians who came to Lebanon were not “forced from their 
land”. Many came from Haifa where they refused calls to remain in their 
homes and left the city to clear the path for the invading Arab forces. This is 
verified by British Police documents, and Arab sources.  
 
Note 5 
Hezbollah’s fight “to reclaim lost land” refers to the small “Shebaa farms” area 
which the UN regards as part of Syria. As to the removal of “foreign troops”, 
Israel withdrew its troops from the security zone in South Lebanon in 2000, 
and Hezbollah did not oppose the presence of Syrian troops.     
 
Presented by Andrea Nicolas (Episode 18) 
ANDREA NICOLAS, REPORTER: Black smoke, remains of destroyed 
buildings, planes dropping bombs overhead... 
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This is what's been happening in Lebanon in recent weeks...  
 
The recent attacks started when Hezbollah soldiers from Lebanon kidnapped 
two Israeli soldiers and killed 8. Hezbollah wanted to swap the kidnapped 
Israeli soldiers for Arab prisoners being held in Israel. 
Note 6 
Hezbollah are not “soldiers”. They are members of an internationally defined 
terrorist organisation. The ABC refers to them as “militants” or “extremists”. 
 
The war is actually between Israel and Hezbollah Militants, not the country of 
Lebanon. 
Note 7 
No mention that Hezbollah is part of the Lebanese Government. 
Hezbollah is a small group of Palestinian extremists who fled to Lebanon as 
refugees because their land was taken over by Israel. Hezbollah and Hamas, 
another extremist group wanting to get land back, have both launched terrorist 
attacks on Israel in the past.  
Note 8  
See notes 2 and 3 above: Hezbollah is not a “small group of Palestinian 
extremists”, it is a large Lebanese Shi’ite militia, probably without any 
Palestinian members at all.  Hezbollah and Hamas do not “want to get their 
land back.”  They want to destroy Israel.  
 
There's a long history of conflict, which has led to this latest attack. Here's a 
quick timeline of the main events: 
 
1948 Israel was proclaimed as a country for Jewish people, taking much of 
the land from Palestinian Muslims. 
Note 9 
No mention that Israel was the historical homeland of the Jewish people for 
1500 years, and has had a continuous Jewish population for more than 3, 500 
years. 
Note 10 
No mention of the UN Partition Resolution of 1947 which proposed an Arab 
state together with a state of Israel, which was accepted by Israel and 
rejected by the Arabs. Or that the Arab exodus resulted from the war which 
followed the invasion by the Arab League. 
 
1964 The Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) was established for Arabs 
in their fight against Israel for taking their land.  
Note 11 
No mention that the PLO Covenant called for the destruction of Israel 
 
1967 Israel took over Gaza and West Bank and 500 thousand Palestinians 
fled the country. 
Note 12 
No mention that Gaza and the West Bank came into Israel’s possession after 
Egypt. Jordan and Syria massed their armies on Israel’s borders and 
prepared to invade i.e. that this was a defensive war. 
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From 1975 until the early 1990s Lebanon suffered a terrible civil war in which 
Israel, Syria and the PLO used the country as a battlefield.  
 
2000 Israel withdrew its troops from south Lebanon in July. 
 
2005 UN demanded that Syrian troops leave Lebanon 
Note 13 
No mention of UN Resolution 1559 calling for all militias to be disbanded and 
disarmed and for the Lebanese government to extend its control over all 
Lebanese territory. 
 
While Israel has launched attacks on targets in Lebanon before, this time it's 
on a large scale. Israel's military has targeted main infrastructure like airports 
and power stations to make it hard for anyone in Lebanon to fight back or to 
flee the country. Israel has also blocked escape by sea. 
Note 14 
No mention that Hezbollah and Hamas have launched attacks on Israel 
before. 
 
 
 
IL/GZ/28-07-06 
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