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Mr Shimon Peres

President-elect of the State of Israel
The Knesset

Jerusalem ISRAEL

14 June 2007

Dear Mr Peres

| write on behalf of the Australian Jewish community to congratulate you on
your election as Israel’s ninth president.

You have long been an icon of Israeli public life and have been honoured for
your contribution to Israel and the world community. Over the past six decades
you have held every senior government post and were awarded the Nobel
Peace Prize in 1994. Your Peres Center for Peace undertakes crucial work in
seeking answers to the Middle East’s problems, thus exemplifying your stated
philosophy, "An optimist and a pessimist die the same way; they only live
differently. | prefer to live as an optimist”. This is, may | say, a much-needed
attitude and quintessentially Jewish.

In conclusion | wish you every success in this most important role and express
my hope that you have the opportunity to visit Australia, perhaps Israel’s
staunchest supporter, during the term of your presidency.

Yours sincerely

Grahame J. Leonard
President



