Executive
Council of
Australian

Jewry Inc.

e Tan N
M7ITDIN "Hm

The Representative
Organisation of
Australian Jewry

2nd Floor

146 Dartinghurst Road
Darfinghurst NSW 2010
Australia

Tel (+61 2) 9360 1600
Fax (+612) 9331 4712
Web www.eca] org au
Email info@ecaj org au

PRESIDENT
Robert M. Goot AM,, S.C.

DEPUTY PRESIDENT
Jilian Segal A M

HON. TREASURER
Peter Wise

HON. SECRETARY
Peter Wertheim A M

VICE PRESIDENTS
Robin Margo SC. (NSW)
John Searle (VIC)

Dr Keith Shilkin A M. (WA}
Norman Schueler (SA)
David Paratz {QLD)
Daniel Albert (FAS)

Dr Anita Shroot (ACT)

CONSTITUENTS

New Souih Wales Jewish
Board of Deputies

Jewish Community Gouncit
of Victoria Inc

Jewish Community Council of
Westem Australia Inc
Queensland Jewish Board of
Deputies

Jewish Community Coungit
of South Australia

Hobart Hebrew Congregation
ACT Jewish Community Inc

AFFILIATES

Australasian Union of

Jawish Students

Australian Federation of WIZO
Union of Progressive
Judaism - Australia
Federation of Jewish Aged
and Gommunity Organisations
Maccahi Australia Inc
National Council of Jewish
Women of Australia

OBSERVERS

B'nai Brith of Australia/NZ
Council of Progressive Rabbis
Federation of Australian Jewish
Ex-Service Associations
Jewish National Fund

New Zealand Jewish Council
Zionist Federaticn of Australia

2 January 2009

The Hon Jullia Gillard MP
Acting Prime Minister
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

Dear Acting Prime Minister,

On behalf of the Australian Jewish community, 1 write to express our deep
appreciation for the balanced and principled statement made by you on
behalf of the Government earlier this week, in the aftermath of the
breakdown of the truce in the Gaza Strip including: Hamas® official
announcement on 18 December that it would not under any circumstances
renew the truce that had been in place for the previous 6 months; the
resumption by Hams of rocket and mortar attacks on Israel’s citizens; and

the action taken in those circumstances by Israel against Hamas’ terrorist
infrastructure.

We acknowledge the Government’s continuing understanding of Israel’s
position and its need to act in the defence of its citizens who have been

subject to renewed, unrelenting and murderous rocket attacks and mortar
fire actoss southern Istael,

We also acknowledge with gratitude on behalf of the Australian Jewish
community, your Government’s enduring fiiendship towards Israel and
commitment to a lasting peace in the region

With kind regards,

Yours sincerely,

" Robert M Goot AM SC

President




