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Responses received from Dr Kerryn Phelps AM MP for Wentworth 

 
The Executive Council of Australian Jewry is the elected representative body and 
voice of the Australian Jewish community. In the interests of ensuring that our 
community is properly informed and engaged in the political process we asked the 
four main candidates for the seat of Wentworth, to state their positions on matters of 
special concern to Jewish Australians. The questions appear below in italics, 
preamble is in plain text and answers appear in bold.  Headings are underlined. 
 
Security funding  
We have seen deadly terror attacks overseas in which Jewish communities were 
specifically targeted. Australian government agencies including the Australian 
Federal Police and ASIO have assessed that the Jewish community remains 
particularly vulnerable to an attack in Australia.  In light of this, the government 
currently provides direct assistance in meeting the security costs for Jewish schools. 
Recently this assistance was extended to a small number of other Jewish institutions 
including some synagogues, museums and community centres. However the vast 
majority of non-school Jewish institutions which have applied for security funding 
assistance missed out.  
 
1. Do you support increasing the level of security funding assistance from the 
Federal government to at-risk institutions?  
 
I support increasing the level of security funding assistance from the Federal 
government to all “at-risk” institutions. Every Australian deserves the right to 
live in a safe and inclusive society. In a world increasingly characterised by in 
tolerance and bigotry, funding for services to create secure environments for 
all Australians is increasingly required, especially groups identified as “at 
risk”, and I believe it should be provided.  



 
Hate crimes 
In contrast to the UK, the US and Canada, there is no definition of ‘hate crime’, ‘bias-
motivated crime’ or ‘racially-motivated crime’ that is officially recognised throughout 
Australia, and no official, centralised, nation-wide recording of such crimes, or 
system to do so.   Each state has a different legislative regime for proscribing hate 
crimes, and therefore a different methodology and classification process for 
recording these crimes.  
 
2. Will you support Australia taking urgent steps to introduce and maintain a uniform 
national system for classifying and recording hate crimes, and to train law 
enforcement personnel to administer the system?   
 
I support the introduction and maintenance of a uniform national system for 
classifying and recording hate crimes and to train law enforcement personnel 
to enforce the system.  
 
Education  
3. Are you in favour of increasing, decreasing or maintaining at current levels 
Commonwealth funding for private schools?  
 
Ensuring access to, and investment in high quality early, primary and 
secondary education is essential for all Australians. I support fair and needs-
based funding for all schools, and want to ensure that the recent funding 
announcement for Catholic and Independent schools is balanced by increased 
spending in public education from early childhood to vocational training.  
 
4. Do you support a compulsory program in all schools that teaches the values 
underpinning Australia’s democracy?  
 
I would support a compulsory program in all schools that teaches the values 
underpinning Australia’s democracy. I agree that the teaching of these values 
should be integrated into the curricula for English, History, the sciences and 
Geography together with techniques of critical thinking.  
Foreign Policy  
 
Recognising a Palestinian State  
5. Do you support formally recognising a State of Palestine, other than as an 
outcome of a negotiated agreement between Israel and the Palestinians? If the 
answer is other than ‘No’, please specify the circumstances in which your party 
would recognise such a State.  
 
I support the principle of two states for two peoples as the only principle upon 
which a just and sustainable peace between Israel and Palestine can be built. I 
also support the Australian Government’s position that consistently affirms 
that the conflict between Israel and the Palestinian people can only effectively 
be resolved through direct negotiations between Israel and the Palestinian 
leadership.   The proposed unconditional, unilateral recognition of a 



Palestinian State is not an acceptable solution until Palestine acknowledges 
Israel’s right to exist and formally agrees to the End of Conflict. I condemn 
terrorism in all forms.  
 
Jerusalem  
6. Australia has now recognized that the capital of Israel is situated not in Tel Aviv 
but in the western parts of Jerusalem, where Israel’s parliament, Supreme Court and 
government precinct are all located.  Do you support that position? Please outline 
your views on this question.  
 
This is a complex, historical and politically charged topic.  I recognise that 
there is an undisputable connection between the Jewish people and Jerusalem 
that dates back over two thousand years. I believe Australia should recognise 
Jerusalem as the capital of Israel. The timing of a proposed relocation of 
Australia’s embassy should be carefully considered in consultation with 
experts in national security and foreign affairs.  
 
Boycotts, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS)  
7. In the words of its framers, BDS seeks to achieve the complete and total isolation 
of the State of Israel and rejects the concepts of Jewish peoplehood and self-
determination. What is your position on BDS?  
 
I strongly oppose BDS.  
 
United Nations  
8. Australia has a proud record of supporting Israel at the UN. If elected would you 
support maintaining Australia’s current voting patterns in the UN?  
 
I believe that the Australian Government should continue to work towards a 
fair and unbiased agenda in all UN forums that does not discriminate against 
Israel.  



Iran  
9. America’s annual terrorism report (last published in July 2017) describes Iran as 
“the foremost state sponsor of terrorism”.  Do you agree with this assessment?  
 
Again, this is an extremely complex and politically charged topic. I am not an 
expert on international politics.  However, I am aware of widespread reports of 
systemic human rights abuses by the Iranian regime across all aspects of 
Iran’s political, social and economic life which negatively impact the lives of 
women, children, minority religious and ethnic communities and students. As 
an advocate for social justice, this is very concerning.  I condemn all forms of 
terrorism and support all efforts to prevent terrorist attacks, which include the 
introduction of effective anti-terrorism laws and the allocation of adequate 
resources to investigate terrorist crimes.  I believe that all governments and 
the United Nations should take effective action against countries which serve 
as a haven and support terrorists.  
 
Antisemitism  
The International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (of which Australia is a Liaison 
Country) has adopted a working definition of antisemitism which recognises that 
antisemitism has the capacity to mutate and take on new forms in order to exploit or 
prosecute the contemporary conflict between Israel and the Palestinians. The 
working definition recognises that:  
 
“Contemporary examples of antisemitism in public life, the media, schools, the 
workplace, and in the religious sphere could, taking into account the overall context, 
include:  

• Accusing the Jews as a people, or Israel as a state, of inventing or 
exaggerating the Holocaust.  

• Accusing Jewish citizens of being more loyal to Israel, or to the alleged 
priorities of Jews worldwide, than to the interests of their own nations. 

•  Denying the Jewish people their right to self-determination, e.g., by claiming 
that the existence of a State of Israel is a racist endeavour. 

•  Applying double standards by requiring of it a behaviour not expected or 
demanded of any other democratic nation. 

•  Using the symbols and images associated with classic antisemitism (e.g., 
claims of Jews killing Jesus or blood libel) to characterize Israel or Israelis.  

• Drawing comparisons of contemporary Israeli policy to that of the Nazis. 
•  Holding Jews collectively responsible for actions of the state of Israel.”  

 
10. Do you accept the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA)-
endorsed definition of antisemitism?  
 
As a member of the Jewish community and a proven social justice advocate, I 
am very concerned by the escalation of antisemitic activities globally.  I accept 
the IHRA endorsed definition of antisemitism.  
 
 
 



Religious Freedom  
The same-sex marriage survey last year has led to claims that religious freedom is 
not adequately protected in Australia, and that religious institutions and organisations 
should have enhanced rights to discriminate in favour of members of their own faith, 
or to promote their own beliefs.  
 
11. What is your position on the issue?  
 
During the Wentworth by-election, The Prime Minister promised to remove the 
legal right for faith-based schools to expel or deny enrolment to children on 
the basis of their sexuality. This followed a leak of the review into religious 
freedoms by former Howard Government minister Philip Ruddock.  
The Prime Minister subsequently said he would legislate to close the loophole 
before the end of last year. That did not happen.  
 
I promise to ensure that all children and teachers have the right to enrol, learn 
and teach in faith based schools regardless of their sexuality.  
 
12. Are you in favour of maintaining existing laws permitting shechita,  the slaughter 
of animals in Australia in accordance with Jewish religious law, or does it propose to 
make changes to these laws? If the latter, what changes are proposed?  
 
I am in favour of maintaining existing laws permitting shechita.  
 
13. Are you in favour of maintaining existing laws permitting brit milah, the 
circumcision of infant males in accordance with Jewish religious law, or do you 
favour making changes to these laws? If the latter, what changes are proposed? 
 
I am in favour of maintaining law existing laws permitting to brit milah. 


