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Dear Mr Wertheim 

 

Thank you for your letter of 27 November 2019 providing a collective response with other 

faith leaders to the exposure draft of the Religious Discrimination Bill. 

 

After considering the submissions that have been made on the exposure draft of the Religious 

Discrimination Bill, including the matters you have raised, the Government has decided to 

issue a further revised exposure draft of the Bill. The revised exposure draft will reflect the 

Government’s response to the consultation process to date and provide a further opportunity 

for engagement.  

 

The second and final exposure draft will be released before the end of the year, and will take 

account of issues raised to date, as well as providing a further opportunity to respond to the 

revisions made and to fine tune the Bill before it is introduced next year.  

 

As you have noted in your letter, once the Bill is introduced to the Parliament there will also 

be another opportunity for further engagement through the usual parliamentary processes.  

 

Our Government takes the issue of discrimination against Australians for their religious 

beliefs very seriously. As you know, we made a commitment to Australians to address this 

issue at the last election and we are keeping faith with that commitment in a calm and 

considered process. We want to get this right.   

 

Our Government will continue to proceed in good faith, with a view to having a balanced and 

commonsense Bill that protects the important religious freedoms that Australians can sadly 

no longer take for granted. 

 

I would like to genuinely thank you for your ongoing engagement in this consultation 

process, and for the constructive way you have raised issues. I look forward to continuing to 

work with you as my Government takes this important matter forward. 
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I have copied this letter to the Attorney-General, the Hon Christian Porter MP. 

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

 

SCOTT MORRISON 

  


